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selves by means of sand-bags the moment they descended. These operations evidently required combination and arrangement, qualities of which he is devoid. He seemed to give up the idea, and said that since guns required so much time, he would order the reinforcements to land immediately; that as yet the enemy could only have been informed that the expected reinforcement had arrived, not with regard to the strength of it. They would suppose it to be greater than it was; he saw no difficulty in moving the troops to the heights that night and attacking the advanced entrenched posts in the morning at daylight.
He did not explain the mode of attack, nor had he even considered the subject deeper than that the troops were to leave their different encampments and the town of St. Fiorenzo at midnight, arrive upon the heights, and attack at daylight. Lieutenant-Colonel Weymes expressed his approbation. The rest of us remained for some time silent. At last I said that the Brigadier had proposed two very different modes of attacking the enemy; the one was slow but certain, the other was rather desperate, might fail, and certainly could not succeed without considerable loss; that, before he determined which to adopt, it might not be amiss to know from Lord Hood in what situation the enemy were. If what was reported was true, they were upon the eve of a surrender from want of provisions. At any rate it would appear odd to commence any operation against Bastia without communicating with the person who had been before it for these six or seven weeks past. I then gave him a plan I had formed for the attack of the advanced posts should an assault be determined upon. General D'Aubant wrote the scrawl of a letter he proposed writing to Lord Hood, telling his lordship in general terms he was ready to co-operate with him. After we had been asked our opinion of the letter, I said I had no belief in doing business by letter; the one just read was very proper; a very proper answer would no doubt be returned to it, and affairs would be no further advanced. I conceived that to enable two officers at the head of the two services to act in